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COMMUNITY

Though Falun Gong began in China, in the 20 years since its introduction to the 
public it has grown to be an international phenomenon. From the parks of Aus-
tralia to community centers in Brooklyn, Falun Gong can be seen everywhere. 
Its practitioners are inspired by a central tenet of the practice�compassion�
to give back to the community and help others. A vast number of proclamations, 
awards, and of�cial recognitions tell of Falun Gong�s bene�ts to society and the 
lives of individuals. The images assembled here provide a mosaic of the many 
ways Falun Gong practitioners live and share their practice.

Faces of Falun Gong

A colorful “dragon dance” was part of this 2010 World Falun Dafa Day celebration, at Union Square in New York 
City. The annual event attracts thousands of spectators.

Dressed in white—the Chinese color of mourning—participants in this procession commemorate the wrongful deaths of practitioners in China.

The Goddess of Justice appeared in Athens, Greece, at a 2007 “Human 
Rights Torch” event calling for justice in China.

A member of the Falun Gong-comprised Divine Land Marching Band relaxes 
after a parade. The band has won scores of accolades for its performances.

“This group is 
bringing the 
entire parade 
to a much 
higher level.”
Parade viewer
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community

More than 10,000 gathered to march at this 2011 rally in Taiwan, meant to encourage Chinese citizens to see through the Chinese Communist 
Party’s lies and distance themselves from its oppressive regime. 

A young child joins her parents in 
meditative pose at a Falun Gong 
event.

A gentleman is moved by the paintings of Falun Gong artists, which pow-
erfully depict courage, faith, and hope as well as injustices in China.

Falun Gong has received hundreds of awards, proclamations, and other 
official recognitions (as pictured here) for its contributions to society and 
the lives of its practitioners. 

With thundering drums and colorful costumes, traditional Chinese culture is brought to life in festive form, as in 
this parade in Taipei, Taiwan. Falun Gong practitioners are rekindling China’s classical culture.

Falun Gong has received 
hundreds of awards 
and recognitions for its 
contributions to society.

13



14
persecution

It began in the middle of the 
night, July 20, 1999. Across 
China under the veil of dark-

ness, police dragged hundreds of 
ordinary people from their beds. 
Many would be taken to holding 
centers and jails, others beaten, 
and some would die from tor-
ture. 

What had they done? Nothing 
more than to practice Falun Gong, 
a traditional form of Chinese 
exercise and meditation that had 
grown immensely popular. 

Police were acting on directives 
from the top, from Communist 
Party head Jiang Zemin, who 
ordered the group crushed. By 
most accounts, Jiang was resent-
ful of the popular practice—its 
believers numbering 100 mil-
lion—and wished to make a show 
of power.

Two days later, on July 22, Falun 
Gong was banned across the land, 
marking the official beginning of 
a violent campaign in China that 
has continued for more than a 
decade and cast tens of millions 
of apolitical citizens as enemies of 
the state. 

Jiang declared that “no means 
are too excessive” in the drive to 
“eradicate Falun Gong.” To date, 
over 3,500 deaths have been docu-
mented, most owing to torture in 
police custody. Hundreds of thou-
sands more languish in China’s 
prisons and labor camps, unlaw-
fully held captive. Physical abuse, 
rape, and forced labor are routine. 
Permeating every facet of society, 
the persecution is marked by its 
scope and vigor.

Georges-Henri Beauthier, a human 
rights attorney who prosecuted 
Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet 

and perpetrators of the Rwandan 
genocide, has called the campaign a 
“horrific form of genocide.”

The following are prominent 
features of the suppression.

Propaganda  
& hate campaigns
Many millions of dollars have 
been put into saturating China’s 
TV news, airwaves, and press 
with defamatory propaganda. 
The intention is twofold: to distort 
and demonise Falun Gong so as 
to turn the public against it; and 
to mask the Communist Party’s 
human rights abuses by depict-
ing the suppression as humane, 
beneficent, and necessary for 
“social order.” 

The extent is hard for those in 
the West to imagine. Schoolchil-
dren are forced to study hateful 
fabrications in textbooks; college 
entrance exams contain ques-
tions criticizing Falun Gong; work-
places hold mandatory “study ses-
sions.” And while state-run media 
are not as active as a decade ago 

in airing an endless barrage of 
vilifying coverage, the residual 
effects of those reports remain 
instilled in many a Chinese mind. 

Information control
China’s regime has gone further 
than just controlling media por-
trayals of Falun Gong. All books, 
audiotapes, videos, flyers, and 
items that cast Falun Gong in a 
positive light are banned. 

Non-propaganda websites so 
much as mentioning Falun Gong 
are blocked. Posts to Chinese 
microblogging sites are system-
atically deleted. People known to 
practice Falun Gong have their 
phones tapped, their email moni-
tored. 

Those voicing disagreement 
with the Party’s anti-Falun Gong 
campaign meet with a harsh 
response—some have been sent 
to prison for over 10 years just for 
visiting banned Falun Gong web-
sites and printing their contents.  

Bending the law
The legal system offers little pro-
tection. Questionable laws were 
created to retroactively punish 
Falun Gong practitioners. Com-
munist Party committees manip-
ulate judges to send practitioners 
to prison after sham trials. 

Most of the time, the authori-
ties don’t even bother to put up 
a façade of legality. Police abduct 
practitioners from their homes—
8,000 were detained in just the 
run-up to the Beijing Olympics. 
Many of them were sent to forced 
labor camps by bureaucratic fiat. 

Labor “re-education” 
camps
These “re-education” camps—
China’s answer to the Soviet 
gulag—are the main holding 
grounds for Falun Gong practitio-
ners. In some cases, a single camp 
will hold hundreds. 

Under inhumane conditions, 
victims are forced to do heavy 
labor for upwards of 18 hours a 
day. Those who collapse, fail to 
meet quotas, or don’t comply 
are typically beaten, tortured, or 
starved. Hundreds have died in 
these camps. 

Coercion and  
brainwashing
The “re-education” part of the 
experience refers to the effort to 
force “renunciations” of Falun 
Gong. But the victims are not 
limited to just those taken to the 
camps. All practitioners are tar-
geted with brainwashing meant 
to destroy a person’s very identity 
and reprogram his or her mind. 
Those who refuse to part with 
their beliefs are threatened with 
the loss of their jobs, pensions, 
homes—and freedom. 

In 2010, the Party reinvigorated 
these efforts, launching a three-
year campaign that has seen 
thousands across the country 
taken to special brainwashing 
classes, often held at hotels, retire-
ment homes, and even Buddhist 
Temples. Once in custody, they 
are tortured and deprived of sleep 
until they relent.

Violence against women
One of the most disturbing aspects 
of the campaign is the how often 
female practitioners are sexually 
abused—including being shocked 
with electric batons on their breasts 

and even raped by guards. Several 
women have had their pregnancies 
violently terminated by authorities 
who sought to imprison them longer.

Living on the edge
There is much more, untold, that 
we do not know. Sizable evidence 
of forcible organ harvesting 
from Falun Gong prisoners has 
emerged (see “Organ Harvesting,” 
page 9), but the full scale of the 
crimes is yet to be known.

Meanwhile, tens of millions of 
lives suffer damage not likely soon 
to be mended. Many hang in a 
delicate balance, one knock at the 
door away from illegal incarcera-
tion; one day away from another 
violent interrogation; one blow or 
electric shock away from death. 
Though the political dynamics in 
China are chaotic and changing, 
the campaign against Falun Gong 
continues to this day.

Yet amidst so much darkness, 
hope remains. It is nestled in the 
hearts of a determined people. 
Strengthened by their beliefs, 
they continue to endure, to resist, 
and to call for our help.

Let us answer.

42-year-old Yu Zhou was a 
popular folk musician from 
Beijing. On January 26, 2008, 
he and his wife were detained 
by police on their way home 
because they had Falun Gong 
materials in their bag. Within 
eleven days of his arrest, Yu 
Zhou was tortured to death. 
His wife, Xu Na, was sen-
tenced to three years in prison.

Sun Min, 39, was abducted by 
police from her home afer her 
husband had been detained 
for distributing DVDs exposing 
human rights abuses against 
Falun Gong practitioners. The 
couple was interrogated and 
within hours, Ms. Sun was 
dead. Sources in China say her 
body had marks from electric 
batons and blows from a 
heavy object.

Mr. Xie Deqing, 69, was 
detained on April 29, 2009 and  
held at the Xinjin Brainwash-
ing Center, suffering physical 
abuse. He emerged 20 days 
later, emaciated and incon-
tinent. He remained largely 
unconscious, waking briefly to 
complain of pains and being 
injected with unknown drugs 
while detained. He died four 
days later.

A Systematic Suppression of 100 Million People

Victims Young and Old

How Falun Gong practitioners became China’s—if not 
the world’s—largest group of prisoners of conscience

SILENCED: Illegal arrests, censorship, and violence against women are 
just three of the many tactics employed by Chinese authorities.

China’s regime has 
‘systematically 
attempted to 
eradicate the 
practice and those 
who follow it... 
through organized 
brain-washing, 
torture, and murder.’
United States Congress

•	 100 million people were practicing Falun Gong when the persecu-
tion began in 1999.

•	 Millions of Chinese people have since been abducted, imprisoned, 
tortured, fired from jobs, expelled from school or forced into 
homeless because they practice Falun Gong.

•	 450,000—1,000,000 Falun Gong practitioners are illegally held in 
labor camps, prisons, and detention centers at any given time—the 
largest group of prisoners of conscience in China, if not the world.

•	 Over 80,000 cases of torture have been recorded. 

•	 Thousands have been killed.

Key Numbers of the Persecution
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resistance

Inside China

The husband who is driven 
by his workplace to beat his 
own wife, having been threat-
ened by Party officials with the 
loss of his job should she con-
tinue practicing Falun Gong. 

The policeman who is 
coerced into torturing Falun 
Gong practitioners to renounce 
their beliefs, lest he miss a pro-
motion or be demoted for not 
meeting quotas.

The student who reports 
a college roommate to school 
administrators, having 
believed propaganda about 
Falun Gong and thinking it 
evil or dangerous.

Around the World

The reporter who betrays 
his journalistic integrity—and 
readership—by choosing not 
to cover abuses against Falun 
Gong, for fear of losing press 
credentials in China. 

The mayor who betrays her 
civic duty by refusing to engage 
with Falun Gong constituents, 
lest she anger Chinese diplo-
mats and jeopardize Chinese 
investments in her city.

The businessman who 
betrays his conscience and yields 
to requests from Chinese coun-
terparts to disavow Falun Gong, 
hoping to gain favor and secure 
more business opportunities.

We’re All Victims
Victims of the persecution include much more than Falun Gong 
prisoners of conscience. People from all walks of society have also—
unwittingly—become victims.

Spreading the Word: Grassroots efforts to raise awareness have brought together young and old, relaying 
an urgent message.

A young software engineer 
arrives at Central Park in New 
York City. It's cold, with a snow-
storm looming. 

Robert gathers a stack of flyers 
from his bag and stands before a 
row of placards about the perse-
cution of Falun Gong in China. For 
the next two hours he will spend 
his Saturday morning handing 
out flyers to passers by.

On the other side of the world, 
Ms.  Ling Chen, a woman in her 
mid-40s, hops on a bicycle. Car-
rying a bag of leaflets, she will be 
peddling 90 minutes to a nearby 
village in central China. 

An accountant by trade, Ling 
will be spending the next four 
hours placing leaflets on every 
door in the village. After pedaling 
home she'll get just a few hours of 
sleep before heading to work the 
next morning.

The two have never met, but 
are bound by an unspoken cause: 
to end the horrific persecution of 
Falun Gong in China.

They are part of a mounting—
and global—grassroots effort, one 
chapter in a story of extraordinary 
courage and self-sacrifice.

At the heart of these efforts is 
a belief: awareness is a powerful 
deterrent to evil.

One in a million
Inside China, Ms. Ling is not an 
isolated case. She and others like 
her are not lone activists at the 
forefront of a movement, much 
less young idealists. They are 
mothers and daughters, students 

and professors, businessmen and 
government clerks. And they 
number in the millions. 

Mobilized around the cause, 
they have formed into the largest 
grassroots, underground media in 
human history. 

In tens of thousands of homes, 
basements, and other locales 
throughout China, Falun Gong 
practitioners make not only fliers, 
leaflets, and newspapers, but also 
banners, CDs, and DVDs.

The items are distributed 
throughout most every city and 
village across China, often under 
the cover of darkness. 

The nighttime activity is for 
protection. If caught, the price for 
posting just one informational 
flier in public might be seven 
years in jail. And torture.

Despite appearances, these are 
no ordinary citizens, but heroes: 
they put their personal well-being 
on the line, using their own free 
time and resources to help save 
the lives of people they may have 
never met.

The power of awareness
Their goal is to get the materi-
als they’ve produced—which 
unveil the persecution in China 
and debunk Communist Party 
propaganda—into the hands of 
as many people as possible. In a 
country where a repressive regime 
and kangaroo courts enable police 
and labor camp guards to torment 
with impunity, exposing abuses 
is one of the few avenues of pro-
tection that victims have.  

Our informational fliers, events, 
and activism are meant to end 
a tragedy in China. But they are 
also meant for you, here in the 
free world.

As described below, we are 
all victims. Each of us is poten-
tially impacted by the perse-
cution. We might be asked in 
some way to betray our con-

sciences, only to regret it later. 
Each of us is also inevitably 

responding to the events in 
China—be it with sympathy, 
action, or indifference.

We share this paper to help you 
navigate these dilemmas. Just in 
your taking the time to read it 
and to care about Falun Gong, 
you are making a difference.

Unlikely Heroes
In response to injustice in China, ordinary citi-
zens are doing extraordinary things—on both 
sides of the Pacific.

For Whom?

“Awareness works,” says Levi 
Browde of the Falun Dafa Infor-
mation Center. “When a corrupt 
policeman finds out that his 
neighbors—and his wife—know 
he is torturing innocent people, he 
thinks twice before doing it again.”

Other practitioners directly 
target the torturers—by calling 
them. An active network of people 
throughout China and abroad call 
the actual perpetrators, inform-
ing them that the world knows 
of their crimes and trying to con-
vince them to stop. 

The calls often begin within 
hours of the information hav-
ing been posted online. And the 
responses are more encouraging 
than one might expect. Some 
perpetrators apologize. Others 
beg for lenience, promising to 
desist, if only their names could 
be removed from the exposés. 

Sometimes the most unlikely 
heroes are also the most effective. 

Long distance love
The involvement of figures like 
Robert in the cause, separated 
from the persecution by oceans, is 
equally remarkable.

Outside China, Falun Gong prac-

titioners have produced television 
documentaries, designed internet 
software to counteract censor-
ship, filed suits against key perpe-
trators, and even pedaled across 
the country.

Their motivation? It goes back 
to a central component of Falun 
Gong practice: the concept of  
compassion.

“In Falun Gong we learn to think 
of others first, and to develop our 
compassion. That means that the 
suffering of others is our own, and 
so we can’t stand by and do noth-
ing,” says Robert. 

Although Robert isn’t calling 
labor camps in China, he is help-
ing to straighten them out. 

 “I’ll never forget the first time 
I met a Chinese practitioner who 
had been released from a labor 
camp after we wrote letters for 
him,” Robert recalls. 

“He had tears in his eyes describ-
ing the moment he’d learned that 
so many people out there were 
rooting for him.”

It is in this spirit that this news-
paper was produced. We invite 
you to share it with others you 
know, and bring hope to the peo-
ple of China.

At the heart 
of these 
efforts is 
a belief: 
awareness is 
a powerful 
deterrent to 
evil.
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•	 Give this paper to someone 
you know.

•	 Tell five people about what 
you read here. 

•	 Call on government to 
press for an end to the 
persecution.

•	 For more news and insights 
about Falun Gong, visit: 
www.faluninfo.net.

How you can help
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There’s a tale in 
the making
The story is an incredible mix of 
beauty, terror, and hope. It is one 
that impacts and touches lives 
everywhere.

And you’ll want to know it. 
It’s history in the making, some 
twenty years now. 

It’s the tale of Falun Gong, 
which began when the practice 
was first introduced to the pub-
lic in May of 1992.

We invite you to explore 
these pages, and discover this 
remarkable story. You’ll be glad 
you did.

Continued on page 2

Minghui is an all-volunteer organi-
zation that operates minghui.org,	
a website dedicated to reporting 
on the Falun Gong community 
worldwide. The focus of Minghui 
is reports from China. For more 
than a decade, Minghui editors 
have received scores of first-

hand reports from across China 
each and every day—more than 
any other organization in the 
world. Minghui offers the most 
direct and up-to-date window 
into the lives of Falun Gong 
practitioners across China and 
throughout the world.

Minghui also serves as a 
central communication hub for 
Falun Gong practitioners around 
the world to share insights and 
ideas, expose the persecution 
faced inside China, and com-
ment on its ramifications. It is 
the primary site read by Falun 

Gong practitioners. It is also 
watched closely by Chinese 
regime officials.
In recent years, Minghui 

unveiled versions of its website 
in a variety of languages, includ-
ing English, French, Spanish, 
Russian and many others. 

Minghui has also launched 
several subsidiary websites, 
each with a specialized focus, 
such as radio broadcasts, photo 
libraries, leaflets and newspa-
pers, etc.
The English version of Ming-

hui’s website is en.minghui.org.

What is Minghui?

Why Falun Gong?

2012 special edition


